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ABSTRACT

One of the social issues that researchers are interested in is student delinquency in schools.
Delinquency has always been a sensitive and challenging issue for educational administrators. The
purpose of the present study is to investigate the relationship between the components of social learning
and the tendency to delinquency among first and second high school students in Rasht city. This
research is practical in terms of purpose and survey method has been used.
VY e el Data collection has been done using a questionnaire tool. The statistical
population of this research consists of first and second high school students. In order to determine the
sample size, YV« male students and YV female students were selected using Gpower software, and a
total of e¢+ questionnaires were distributed among the students. Data analysis was done using spss
software and using descriptive and inferential statistics.

The findings of the research show that there is a significant relationship between the dependent
variable of students' tendency to delinquency with the components of individual achievement, informal
deterrence, hanging out with friends and imitating social networks as social learning variables.
P I INETa: According to the results of the research, the components of social learning
had the greatest effect on the tendency of students to delinquent, respectively, the component of
individual achievement, hanging out with friends, imitation of social networks and informal deterrence.
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\. Intfroduction
n the v-th century and after the end of the Second World War, due to the

industrialization of countries and the complexity of social interactions, as
well as the weakening of relationships between family members, as well as
the increase in migration to industrial cities and the expansion of
marginalization, a suitable ground was provided for the spread of social
harms. Based on this, many people committed crimes for various reasons
(Karimi et al.,yvaa: Yvf). This prompted many experts and thinkers to pay

attention to the social and cultural changes of the society. The process of

social changes in society is accompanied by disorder and abnormality. On

this basis, delinquency and social damage have been the favorite topic of

researchers and social researchers. The prevalence of measles among
students and teenagers has become a major social problem in recent years. Exposure of a
considerable part of the country's teenage population to delinquency may have dangerous
consequences not only for their families, but also to face the country with a great challenge.
Crime-prone areas around big cities, especially in Latin America, are a breeding ground for
delinquent behavior, making it almost impossible for the government to combat it. Therefore,
investigating the problem of juvenile delinquency in the world is of particular importance. It is
not only the Iranian society that is involved with the issue of social deviations among teenagers.
Juvenile delinquency is a social problem in all parts of the world. There is hardly any country
in the world that is not involved in this issue. Based on this, the investigation of the influencing
factors on delinquency has been the focus of experts, social scientists and psychologists (Rasakh
and Mahmoudi Meimand, vaA:\-). The social and learning contexts that affect the behavior of

adolescents are of interest to scientists, policymakers, and professionals. A large body of
theoretical literature deals with the influence of social contexts and neighborhoods on
adolescent behaviors (Samson, Wilson, 144s).

Despite the influence of social contexts on criminal behavior, only a few studies consider social
contexts. In addition, those studies that have tried to discover delinquent behaviors, the scope
of generalization of their findings is limited (Hosseini Nesar and Fiouzat,yv4-:v-). This
research has limitation such as:it has been done on the effect of socio-economic status on
students' delinquent behavior in secondary schools. Schools, in particular, create contexts for
the formation of delinquent peer groups and friendship networks. Researchers who investigate
the influence of social context on juvenile delinquency; They choose family, school and
neighborhood. However, students spend most of their time at home and at school. Based on
this, many studies have concluded that adolescent socialization takes place in schools. Schools
are particularly important in terms of delinquent behavior (Grant, v-1v: \A).

Y. Materials and Methods

The research implementation method is a survey, data collection is done from a questionnaire.
For the validity of the questionnaire, professors and experts were surveyed in April, Y- vy, and
validity was achieved by distributing v- samples of the pre-test questionnaire among secondary

school students in Rasht city and obtaining Cronbach's alpha coefficient. The statistical
population of the current research is the first and second secondary students of Rasht city in
yf.1. According to the statistics of the Education Department of Gilan province in \f-\, there

are o060+ high school students in Rasht. According to the JPower software, yv- people were
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sufficient for the sample size, and based on this, the questionnaire was distributed among vv-
male students and vv. female students; Finally, a¥- people were selected for the sample size.

The sampling method of this research is random quota classification. For example, in social and
behavioral science researches, probability sampling such as simple random, stratified, cluster
and multi-stage cluster sampling is preferable to quota sampling (Dovas, v-\-: aA).

Table y. Cronbach's alpha coefficient

Variable investigated component number of Cronbach's alpha
items, coefficient
Differential reinforcement - individual o AR
achievement
. . Differential reinforcement - informal Y

Social learning . . .. - IAOY
inhibition
Hanging out with Nabob's friends A /A%
Imitation of social networks N ./ayY

Tendency to - # A

delinquency

Y. Result

The statistical population of this research is aaVa- students of Rasht city, who were investigated
with a sample size of 6¥- people, data analysis was done with SPSSy- software. Now we will

describe the descriptive statistics of demographic variables. Then inferential tests are explained
- According to the gender of the respondents, vv- students were boys and yv- were girls.

- There are two education districts in Rasht city, vv. students in district v and yv. students in
district v completed the questionnaire.

- According to the educational level, the \yth grade has the highest number with av people, and
the lowest number is related to the \1th grade with Ay people.

- According to the descriptive findings, the education level of the father of most of the students
is at the diploma level (\v- people) and the lowest number was related to the doctoral education

level (¥ people). Most of the students’ mother's education level was diploma (YA people) and

none of the students' mother's education was at doctorate level or higher.
- Most of the students lived in a family of four (v- - people) and the lowest number is related to

a family of two (¥ people).

- The family income of most students was between v and ¥ million Tomans (\f\ people) and
the number of families whose income was above - million Tomans was ¥ people.

- The dispersion distribution of the variable tendency to delinquency is estimated for f\/. of
students in the high limit, v/ of students in the middle and va7. in the low limit.
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¢, Discussion and Conclusion

This research aimed to test the social learning theory of Ronald Akers in terms of four
components of individual achievement, informal inhibition, hanging out with friends and
imitating social networks among first and second high school students in Rasht city. According
to Akers, delinquent behavior is learned through imitation or conditioning. Delinquent behavior
is then learned, both in non-social reinforcing situations and as a result of social interactions.
The amount and type of learning depends on the norms used in the reinforcers. Delinquent
behavior is a function of norms that characterize deviant behavior. Persistence of delinquent
behavior depends on its reinforcement. According to Akers, a person's behavior is basically
influenced by those groups that control the basic sources of punishment and encouragement
and also provide them with behavioral patterns and normative definitions. These groups include
family, peer groups, religious institutions, schools and other similar institutions that control the
sources of punishment and reinforcement.

In the findings of the research, the hypothesis of the relationship between students' tendency to
delinquency and individual achievement was confirmed. Therefore, the direction of the positive
relationship and its intensity is moderate; That is, with an increase in individual achievement,
students' tendency to commit delinquency increases, and with a decrease in individual
achievement, students' tendency to commit delinquency decreases. Also, in the regression test
between the components of social learning, individual achievement had the greatest effect on
students' delinquency. Individual achievement as a differential reinforcer refers to the positive
feedback caused by students' delinquency, which is in line with Akers' theory. In this research,
the assumption of the relationship between students' tendency to delinquency and informal
deterrence was confirmed. Therefore, the direction of the negative relationship and its intensity
is moderate; That is, with the increase of informal deterrence, the tendency of students to
commit delinquency decreases, and with the decrease of informal deterrence, the tendency of
students to commit delinquency increases. The results of (Moradi Amin et al,\v4s) indicate that

there is a significant relationship between parents' control and deterrence in committing the
crime of child abuse. Punishment and aggression are also effective in children's delinquency.
The results of the research are in line with the findings of Moradi Amin and colleagues. Akers
also believes that the sources of punishment play a role as a deterrent in controlling delinquency
and crime. The hypothesis of the relationship between students' tendency to delinquency and
hanging out with friends of Nabab was confirmed. Therefore, the direction of the positive
relationship and its intensity is moderate; That is, by increasing hanging out with bad friends,
students' tendency to delinquency increases, and by decreasing hanging out with bad friends,
students' tendency to delinquency decreases. According to the regression test, hanging out with
Nabab's friends was identified as the second most effective factor among the components of
social learning. According to Eckers, the amount of contact a person has with people who are
engaged in delinquent acts has an effect on the severity, frequency and frequency of
delinguency. The assumption of the relationship between students' tendency to delinquency and
imitation of social networks was confirmed. Therefore, the direction of the positive relationship
and its intensity is moderate; That is, with increasing imitation of social networks, the tendency
of students to commit delinquency increases and with decreasing imitation of social networks,
the tendency of students to commit delinquency decreases. In the path analysis, imitation of
social networks was counted as the most effective factor among the components of social
learning. In the last decade, social networks have expanded in the society. Also, due to Corona,
the use of virtual networks has become an inseparable part of social and cultural life. Therefore,
all kinds of abuse and illegal behavior spread in social networks, which affects the behavior of
students; In Acker's theory, imitation takes place through encouraging and praising deviant
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individuals. At the end of the test, Akers' social learning theory was confirmed among the first
and second high school students in Rasht.

°. Ethical Consideration
Compliance with ethical guidelines: All applicable ethical guidelines and principles are

considered in this study.
Funding: No funding was received for this research from funding agencies in the public,
commercial, or non-profit sectors

Authors’ contributions: All authors wrote and edited the article.

Conflicts of interest: No potential conflict of interest relevant to this article was reported.
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